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He estimated 90 percent, or 
322, of those calls were due 
to "flushable" wipes. 

At a cost of $222.62 
associa_ted with a single 
blockage call, that means 
it's cost the City of Lawton 
approximately $71,683.64.· 

In that same time pe­
riod, 160 calls to Waste­
water Collection with re­
sponse to sanitary sewer 
overflows due to wipes 
cost tax:payers $585.39 a 
pop. Hinton calculated the 
past year's calls for these in­
cidents rang up to. around 
$93,662.40, not including 
the cost of chemicals used 
in the dean-up. That's an­
other approximately $8,000 
annually. 

"It's a major issue, you 
should only flush things 
that disintegrate;' he said. 

.tEven though they're called 
flushable, you can flush 
anything. You can also 
flush a Hot Wheels car 
down the toilet, but don't:' 

"Toilet paper, pee and 
poo, that's what it's for;' he 
added. 

Hinton said his first year 
as superintendent saw 30 
sewer overflows. Last year, 
the incidents rose to 175 
and l).e said this year has 
already seen 90 of those 
types of calls. He said this 
problem really began to 
grow with the onset of the 
COVID-19 pandemic and 
people's increased use of 
the wipes. 

Along with the 6th and 
Belmont station, there are 
two others: Sungate and 
MacArthur. Hinton said 
the 6th Street station has 
something the others don't: 
a grinder. He said this loca­
tion is one that doesn't back 
up like the others. 

While 80 percent of 
the blockages are due 
to flushable wipes, Hin­
ton said a dose second is 
grease poured info pipes. 
Hot water and soan.c;; won't 

Scott Raini 
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City of Lawton Wastewater Division's Thierry Schroei 
pulls soiled "flushable" wipes from a collection buck 
Thursday at the Southwest 6th Street and Belmont J 
nue sewer overflow station. 

"Every now_ and then 
there' ll be a Barbie doll;' 
he said. 

These blockages affect 
you in several ways. Hinton 
said at times, the blockages 
can cause a backl)p inside 
homes. If ther�. has been a 
prior history, the City of 
Lawton may have to pay 
a damage claim, depend­
ing on the outcome. Other 
times, you' ll be the one 
paying out of pocket. 

One way or another, 
these costs come back to 
you. 

In the past year it has 
cost Lawton taxpayers 
$139,612.76 for Wastewa­
ter Collections to run calls 
and preventative mainte­
nance due to the "flushable'' 

wipes, Hinton said. 
· cleanup jobs and dar
claim from March of
cost taxpayers $104, 73
This makes a minimu
$244,347.71 it has cos1
payers in one year froi
sues caused by "flush
wipes.

"This number doe:
include any other dar
claims that may have 1
paid out due to flusr.
wipes;' he said.

In the end, Hinton
erated his advice for
you can make the ch,
that makes a differenc

"You can use the w
I understand people
them;' he said. "But tl
them awaf'


